“Interest and enthusiasm are
the wellspring of continually
evolving community life...”
- Henning Hansmann, Education for
Special Needs: Principles and Practice in
Camphill Schools

SUMMER 2017

Reports from the
Camphill International Dialogue
The International Dialogue was held in Aberdeen, Scotland, the birthplace of Camphill, on May 24-28, 2017.
The Dialogue brought together over 160 delegates from many countries including UK, France, Spain, Germany,
Finland, Norway, Holland, Switzerland, India, South Africa, Botswana, USA, Canada.
Here are some reports from a few of our North American attendees.
ONAT SANCHEZ-SCHWARTZ: Camphill Ghent

ADAM GLEICHER: Camphill Foundation Board Member

The Dialogue opened at the Town Hall as bagpipe players
welcomed us. A member of parliament, Anne Begg, gave the
opening speech. Anne is the first permanent wheelchair user
in the House of Commons since 1880. Anne had previously
attended the opening of Simeon Care for the Elderly, a
Camphill community serving the needs of seniors, and
reflected on the need for more communities like Simeon
House where “care is done with someone, not to someone.
Camphill embodies what is good care – you speak, listen and
have mutual respect for each other.”

The Dialogue was an incredible opportunity to meet
Camphill supporters from all over the world. It was inspiring
to experience the kinship of the movement, while steeped in
its history. I particularly enjoyed the meaningful discussions
of appropriate responses to common challenges--whether
it be new regulation, coworker recruitment or social
enterprise. Communities throughout the world are forming
innovative solutions to today’s challenges, while maintaining
commitment to the movement’s core principles.

Rachel Bowden (Camphill Foundation Board Vice President)
and I presented on the ways that the Camphill communities
in North America collaborate and associate with each other.
Our focus was to share the emerging challenges, particularly
in the areas of regulations, that we are facing in North
America. Board members from other regions confirmed that
they are also dealing with the same regulatory issues that we
are facing. The Dialogue was a wonderful opportunity to
connect with and learn from others in Camphill!

RACHEL BOWDEN: Camphill Soltane
I’ve been fortunate to be present at the last two Dialogues,
in 2014 at Soltane and in 2011 in Finland. For me, this
year’s Dialogue was distinguished by a quality of looking
towards the next generation of Camphill with a sense of
straightforward optimism. By way of our location and
the anchoring of topics in the themes of past, present, and
future, there was space to honor the contributions of the
Camphill Movement to the local community and the world,
while also opening up to the rich possibilities and the deeply
personal challenges of transformational change. Particularly
poignant presentations included one community’s journey
of turning the traditional Camphill form inside out by
reimagining itself as a co-housing community, rethinking
organizational systems and structure, and considering the
possibilities of looking to other worldwide social movements
for inspiration and collaboration. I look forward to
continued connections with our international colleagues!

Clockwise from top: Civic Reception, Dialogue Attendees, Dancing on Final Evening.

Recent Gatherings
North American Council Conference - Camphill Communities Ontario / May 6-7, 2017
The Conference of the North American Council for Curative Education and Social Therapy is a yearly gathering of
anthroposophic communities in North America that work with people with special needs. Every year the conference
gathers under a particular theme. This year’s title was “The Arts and Social Change: A Journey of Weaving Through the
Arts.” Each community had the opportunity to share art that they created (which ranged from abstract paintings to found
objects) and leave a token behind at Camphill Communities Ontario. Participants also heard how each community uses the
arts in their daily life—not just traditional visual arts but social arts, the art of setting up a home, and utility-oriented art.
Workshops were offered each focusing on a different artistic practice and led by teachers of the different communities.
There was tile-making, dance, fiber arts, movement, painting, poetry in motion, ceramics, drawing and more. Between
workshops, attendees gathered in the grand blue Novalis Hall for delicious meals and shared conversation. This was a nice
opportunity to learn about the structure and life of the communities and to notice the many differences and similarities. It
was a fun and thought-provoking weekend in Canada, filled with folk dancing, artistic explorations and new friendships.
To learn more about the North American Council and the communities that are members, visit www.nacouncil.org or
contact Kimberly Dorn at kimberly@plowsharefarm.org.
Contributed by Chloe Rovits, Triform Camphill Communities

CANA Meeting - Camphill Communities California / May 19-21, 2017
The Camphill Association of North America was warmly welcomed for its annual general meeting at Camphill
Communities California from May 19-21, 2017. As an Association, one of our primary objectives is to deepen our
connections with one another, thereby sharing in Carlo Pietzner’s words, “the joys, sorrows, and intentions” of our fellow
communities. At Camphill Communities California we got a glimpse into their lives through an engaging eurythmy
production of the fairy tale Briar Rose, lively musical interludes, a 4th year Camphill Academy integrated arts project
which charmingly and often humorously illustrated a day in the life of their community, and many delightful meals.
We also turned to business matters, welcoming new trustees and our new officers, Joe Harris as president, Kam Bellamy
and Martin Gitt as vice presidents, Monique Walsh as secretary, and Steven Clee as treasurer. Onat Sanchez-Schwartz, our
outgoing president, was feted by all for his exceptional work in bringing the Association back to a state of equilibrium, and
Erin Byrne was welcomed in the newly created role of Regional Coordinator.
A Summary of the Three
For our theme for the new year, Joe is asking each community to set aside an
Essentials
appropriate amount of time in meetings and in our festival life to turn to each of
Recognize the dignity of
the Three Essentials of Camphill in a very particular way, out of a need to be more
every individual
attuned to how we can manifest the forms of Camphill into the 21st century. As
Make time for self-development
there are three essentials, we will turn to them one at a time over our next three
meetings, sharing how each community turned to and perhaps enlivened each
Build a community that reflects
the Threefold social model
essential through festivals and dialogue.
Contributed by Erin Byrne, Camphill Association of North America

presented by Rudolf Steiner

Board Fellows Retreat - Camphill Foundation, New York / June 6-7, 2017
Every two years, Camphill Foundation invites communities to nominate emerging leaders to participate in the
Foundation’s Board Fellows program. Seven Board Fellows participated in a Leadership Retreat that took place at the
location of the Camphill Foundation office in Spring Valley in early June. We were fortunate to have had Jessica Hefferman
Ziegler, Executive Director of Sunbridge Institute, facilitate a one and half day Intensive workshop on The Four Qualities
of Successful Leadership. Through the work, we were perhaps not so surprised to discover that each of us representing
our own Camphill communities scored very highly in the ‘Inspiring’ category whilst ‘Coaching’, ‘Steering’ and especially
‘Intervening’ would elicit more work from us all!
We were given the time out of our daily schedules to share in our similarities and differences whilst allowing us to reflect
together and recognize our work as a united Camphill Community. It was a highly productive time in which we took part
in many role plays together using new tools to identify our issues and areas of excellence in our individual leadership styles.
Contributed by Jody Brookes, Camphill Hudson

News from the Region
Camphill Association Hires New Regional Coordinator
At the May CANA meeting, Erin Byrne was welcomed in the newly created role of Regional
Coordinator. Erin has spent the last twelve years at Camphill Special School’s Transition
Program as a special education teacher, program coordinator, and faculty chair. Previously,
she was the registrar for the Rudolf Steiner Institute and a high school teacher at the
Kimberton Waldorf School. In her free time, she enjoys travelling, hiking, birding, canoeing,
gardening, stained glass and renovating her turn of the (last) century house. She looks
forward to her new position with the Association to help facilitate and coordinate so that all
those living and working in Camphill can continue to do their extraordinary work! You may
contact Erin directly at erin@camphill.org.

Camphill Welcomes a New Affiliate
The Camphill Association is excited to welcome a new
affiliate member! Raphael Village, located in New Orleans,
currently offers an adult program called The Guild, and
a middle through high school program called Raphael
Academy. This growing integrated community began in
early 2012 as Raphael Academy which served as an after
school program for children with special needs, but by the
end of that year had opened as a day school. A year later the
program grew
to include The
Guild, offering
continued
education,
vocational and
arts programs
to those 18
and older. The
community has plans to expand and by the fall of 2019
will include The Residential Program at Raphael Village.
We’re excited to witness the growth of this new lifesharing
program.
For more information, or to learn about volunteer
opportunities, contact Jacqueline Case at jcase@
raphaelacademy.org or visit www.raphaelvillage.org.

Travel Fellowships
Available for Coworkers
Camphill Foundation would like to remind coworkers in
their first 5 years of service to Camphill to consider applying
for Travel Fellowships to encourage participation in regional
workshops, seminars and other events. Through the Travel
Fellowship program, up to half of the costs associated with
approved programs can be covered. See you at the next event!
For more information contact
Erin Byrne at erin@camphil.org.

Camphill Communities Ontario
Receives Impressive Recognition
2017 has been an exciting year of recognition for
Camphill Communities Ontario! Their recent awards
shine a light on all of the good this Canadian community
is doing, and help share the wonderful work of the
Camphill movement in North America.
In March, Elizabeth Campbell and Diane Kyd both
received the Leading Women, Leading Girls Award.
This award is a province of Ontario award recognizing
women and girls whose leadership and volunteerism are
helping build communities. The award was presented by
the Member of Parliament for the Province in an award
ceremony March 11, 2017.
In April, CCO was one of the recipients of the June
Callwood Outstanding Achievement Award for
Voluntarism. This award celebrates dedicated nonprofit organizations and individuals who, like the late
June Callwood, have made a lasting and meaningful
contribution as volunteers in their communities. The
ceremony was held on April 26 at the Toronto Reference
Library and was hosted by the Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration and the Deputy Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration.
In June, the community then received the John Graves
Simcoe Medal of Excellence which seeks to highlight
those who make the
local communities
a great place to
live. The award
was presented
by a member of
Parliament during
a ceremony on
June 12, 2017.
Congratulations
Ontario!

Executive Director Larry Palmer, receiving
John Graves Simcoe Medal of Excellence from
federal member of Parliament, Alex Nuttall.
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SAVE THE DATES! Regional Calendar of Events
July 26-28
		

Camphill Research Symposium / Camphill Hudson
The third annual Research Symposium will bring together Camphill coworkers and independent scholars
to share research on topics relevant to our communities. Everyone is invited. Co-sponsored by Camphill
Foundation, Camphill Association and Camphill Academy. To register or learn more, visit
www.camphillfoundation.org/camphill-research-symposium or email peggy@camphillfoundation.org.

Sept 6-7

Regional Development Group Meeting / Camphill Hudson
For more information, contact Peggy Osborn at peggy@camphillfoundation.org.

Oct 18-22

Camphill Association of North America Meeting / Plowshare Farm
Camphill Association meetings are open to all members of the Association and usually include a presentation
from the hosting community, discussion of topics of current interest, and an open meeting of the Association
Board of Trustees. If you live at a Camphill community, you are a member of Camphill Association, so please
consider attending a meeting! For more information, contact Erin Byrne at erin@camphill.org.

Oct 26-30

“Seeds of Change” Retreat / Camphill Village USA
Coworkers and 3rd and 4th year Camphill Academy students who have been in adult lifesharing communities for
at least two years, and have familiarized themselves with the content of these inspired Village Conferences, may
apply to participate. For more information, contact Michael Babitch at michael@camphillkimberton.org.

Nov 1-5

Kaspar Hauser Festival / Camphill Communities of Columbia County NY
The Camphill Communities of Columbia County in NY State (in collaboration with the Kaspar Hauser Research
Circle of the Karl König Institute) will host a Kaspar Hauser Festival that will incorporate music, speech, talks and
drama. For more information, contact Onat Sanchez-Schwartz at onat@camphillghent.org.

Nov 3-4

Inspired Communities Workshop / Camphill Hudson
This practical, intensive workshop is intended for families and non-profit groups interested in starting a Camphill
- inspired community. To register or learn more, go to www.camphillfoundation.org/inspired-communitiesworkshop or contact Peggy Osborn at peggy@camphillfoundation.org.

Nov 27-28

Aging Retreat / Camphill Ghent
For more information, contact Erin Byrne at erin@camphill.org
			
Please send upcoming event information to info@camphillfoundation.org for inclusion in the next Camphill Clarion.

