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Raising funds to support Camphill communities in North America and worldwide 
 that provide dignity, purpose, and personal connection for people of all abilities.

Dignity, Purpose, Connection
Siblings share the impact of Camphill



Dear Friend 

During this season of gratitude and giving, I have been thinking about the many gifts my family has 
received through our decades-long involvement with Camphill. I share our story in the hope that it 
inspires you to support the incredible communities that have changed so many lives. 

I have been a Camphill sibling for more than four decades, having witnessed this amazing way of 
life through my brother, Andrew. From infancy, Andrew was warm, social, and fiercely independent. 
Growing up in the suburbs of New York in the 70s, our family unfortunately experienced firsthand 
that people with disabilities weren’t treated with the same dignity and inclusion as other members of 
the community. Andrew was full of life. But, because he has a disability, he was often prevented from 
being with other kids and excluded from belonging to the broader community. 

Our parents wanted more for Andrew. They wanted him to have the same experiences that any kid 
would have: friends; a good education; and the opportunity to be productive, contribute, grow, and 
thrive. In search of a better life, my parents and Andrew visited The Camphill School at Beaver Run. 
When they arrived, Ursel Pietzner greeted Andrew and extended her hand. Andrew took it, and off 
they walked. With Ursel’s simple gesture, Andrew embarked on a life-changing journey to become 
his best and truest self. 

Andrew spent 10 years at Beaver Run, and then became a founding member of Camphill Soltane. 
Today, he lives in a beautiful house with a roommate within walking distance of downtown 
Phoenixville, and is supported by wonderful staff. You can’t walk down Main Street or pop into the 
Soltane Cafe without hearing someone yell out, “Hey, Andrew!” or seeing him high five a friend. 

Andrew has been part of Camphill for more than half of its history. His contributions to the community 
are significant. He works on the land, plays on the softball team, and creates beautiful artwork. His 
life is filled with meaningful work and friends who remind him how much he matters. As our family 
always says, we couldn’t wish for anything more! 

Next year, the Camphill movement celebrates 80 years of creating communities that welcome people 
of all abilities and ensuring that people with disabilities live lives of dignity and purpose. Our family 
is grateful every day for the gifts of Camphill in Andrew’s life year after year, and we work hard to 
support the Camphill way of life.

Nurturing and strengthening Camphill’s extraordinary model of care and empowerment requires 
ongoing financial support and resources. Please make your year-end contribution to Camphill 
Foundation and join us in ensuring that Camphill remains strong and vibrant.

With great gratitude, 

Amy Rubenstein
Grateful Camphill Sister and Camphill Foundation Board Member 

PS – Your gift to Camphill Foundation helps to grow, strengthen, and safeguard the Camphill way of 
life, and ensures that people with disabilities are a part of all of our communities.



“Andrew’s life is filled with meaningful 
work and friends who remind him 

how much he matters.”
Amy Rubenstein, Camphill sibling

“I admire Andrew’s honesty and his 
deep love of people. He says ‘hi’ to 
everyone he crosses paths with and 
genuinely wants to meet them, and 

invite them to dinner!” 
Brenda Hadden,  

Camphill Soltane community member / 
Parzival Staff

“I love people; I just LOVE them.” 
Andrew, Camphill Soltane community member



Your gift sustains and strengthens the Camphill way of life. 

Please donate to Camphill Foundation today!

“Before coming to Plowshare Farm, Jason was in a program for a few hours 
a day. He had some group activities and job coaching, but the work wasn’t 
fulfilling his needs creatively or socially. He needed a one-on-one aide when he 
was participating, and had an aide at home so my parents could work when he 
wasn’t in the program. 

“At Plowshare Farm, Jason is doing meaningful work and making friends across 
a wide spectrum. He’s lost over 90 lbs., and his skills have grown each year. He’s 

part of a community that involves and challenges him daily to improve himself. I am so happy for him! 

“Jason means the world to me. We’ve learned patience from each other and how to make light of all life’s situations. 
And I’ve learned from him how important it is to laugh at the small things and strive to help each other. He’s my hero!”

Rachel Silverman, sister of Jason, Plowshare Farm community member

“I was 15 when Maxine started at The Camphill School. I have always been 
very close with my sister. She is one of my favorite people on this planet. 
Camphill has given Max her own sense of independence. She is proud to show 
me everything she does. She takes me on hikes on the trail in the woods, 
shows me the animals she takes care of, and shares the projects she is working 
on in woodshop.

“One of my favorite moments from Max’s time at Camphill so far was seeing 
her and her friends get ready for and go to prom. At her commencement ceremony, hearing all the nice things 
everyone had to say about her was so amazing! We love Max so much, but hearing other people talk about her that 
way made me realize that they really know her and appreciate her for who she is. We are so grateful!” 

Anastasia Konopka, sister of Maxine, The Camphill School Transition Program student

“At The Camphill School and, now, Heartbeet Lifesharing, Max has led a joyous 
life. He takes walks, visits friends, and contributes to the work of his home. 
Max has so much to share. He treats everybody with love and empathy. He 
doesn’t care about your backstory, how much money you make, or what 
clothes you wear. With all of modern life’s demands, Max reminds me of the 
importance of family, friends, and how to treat others. 

“For our family, Camphill has been a godsend. We have comfort, knowing Max 
is happy and safe. And Camphill introduced us to lifelong friends. A few years ago, I decided to serve on Camphill 
Foundation’s Board. It’s uplifting to be involved with this global community of people who know what it’s like to 
love someone with a disability. It is up to my generation to continue Camphill’s work. We need more people to get 
involved, and make sure inclusive communities are available to those who want and need them.”

Adam Gleicher, brother Max, Heartbeet Lifesharing community member

Jason, Plowshare Farm, New Hampshire

Maxine, The Camphill School, Pennsylvania

Max, Heartbeet Lifesharing, Vermont


