
Year-End Giving Invitation 2022

Your Gift Today Makes Our Future Possible!

Dear Salutation,

In every community I visit, there is a parent or family member who comes up to me and says, “Hey, do you know 
Coworker Mary? She has limitless patience and kindness.”  Or, “Hey, have you met Coworker Tom?  He works with our 
son in the weavery. You should see the beautiful things they create together.” As you read this, I’m sure you might be 
thinking of a special coworker.

It seems that for every community member with disabilities, there is a dedicated coworker who helps that person to 
recognize and maximize his or her gifts, who becomes a beloved and trusted friend. These relationships are absolutely 
fundamental to the Camphill way of life.

This fall, I was delighted to sit down for video interviews with three of our coworkers, each one in a different phase of 
Camphill life. Destiny is still what we call a short-term coworker, someone who has been with Camphill for less than three 
years; but she has fallen in love with the community and the people. Alyssa is in her seventh year, a committed long-term 
coworker who finds her truest self emerges when she is working in community with the friends. And David is a 50-year 
Camphill veteran, retired now, but still contributing, and still growing for himself and the people he loves.

Camphill coworkers manifest the love that leads to belonging. In their kindness, patience, curiosity, and genuine 
enjoyment of all the community members with whom they share life, Camphill coworkers are the beacon of light that 
shines from atop the hill, broadcasting Camphill’s goodness and inspiration into a waiting world.

I hope you will enjoy meeting Destiny, Alyssa, and David – and you can watch their full interviews online at www.
camphillfoundation.org/appeal. These three individuals radiate the kind of love that transforms barriers into welcome 
moments of connection and mutual appreciation.  

I hope their stories will inspire you, and I hope you will join us in supporting them, and all of our very special coworkers, 
with a gift to our annual appeal. Only with your faithful support can we help ensure lives of quality and purpose for all 
our coworkers and all the people they help along the way. 

May this holiday season bring you moments of delight in the relationships you cherish most.

With a grateful heart,

Karen Murphy 
Executive Director

Coworker (noun) – a person who helps another person. 

Coworker (adj.) – friendly, curious, kind, energetic. 

Coworker (verb) – Love in action.



 

 
Alyssa lives at Camphill 
Soltane and has been 
a member of the 
community for seven 
years. As her work has 
grown and shifted, she 
has learned that part of 
being in Camphill means 
getting the chance to find 
your whole self in work 
and in the community. 

Alyssa on finding 
Camphill: It was a snowy morning and I really wanted 
a nice cup of coffee. So I popped into Soltane Café and 
the barista had Down syndrome. Something in my head 
realized I had never experienced this before. I had never 
heard of Camphill, I thought it was an average coffee 
shop. I started looking into what Camphill was, and felt 
excited to see what went into making a really good cup 
of coffee, but also to work with a demographic of people 
that I hadn’t worked with before. I started out as a barista, 
working alongside people with intellectual differences, and 

that was years ago. My life here at Camphill has evolved 
so much since then, but that was the initial, “huh, there is 
something kind of different about this place.”

Alyssa on bringing her life’s energy to Camphill: Camphill 
just slowly started to encapsulate so much of my heart 
and life in a seamless way. I work on the land but I also 
get to work with stained glass and food and dance parties, 
so I feel supported in a whole way. If you are open to it, 
Camphill has a way of touching every little aspect of your 
life. It becomes seamless and seven years later you think, 
“wow, it’s been seven years.” 

Alyssa on encouraging others to be open to surprises: I 
would encourage people new to Camphill to continue to 
be surprised. There are so many surprises when you allow 
yourself to view things in different ways. A shifting point 
for me is looking back at things that used to feel really big 
and scary and now I feel a sense of pride, like “wow, look 
what I was able to do with the support of the community.” 
And also pushing myself because it is a fulfilling thing to 
look back and see the points at which I could have backed 
away from it or leaned into it. And when I leaned into it, I 
think that has made all the difference.

Alyssa on her work being about more than just the job: 
I’m here at Soltane during this part of its history, but there 

Destiny joined Camphill 
Village Copake as a 
short-term coworker 
in December 2020 and 
has now made Camphill 
her home. Community 
lifesharing brings her 
great joy, both in the 
relationships she nurtures 
in her home, as well as 
in her chosen sphere of 
work, the veggie garden.  

Destiny on her earliest 
impressions of Camphill and how she experiences 
her home life in the village: It was beautiful, the way 
they welcomed me. I felt like part of the family, like an 
older sister [to the] kids. It was surprising to me... to be 
welcomed in such a loving manner. I live in “Capella,” which 
is down by the farm, and I have lived here for about a year 
and a half now. I live with the beautiful Ellen, Vicky, Paul, 
Bobby, and Dominic. I think I made such a connection with 
them that I refuse to go anywhere else.

Destiny on what has inspired her to call Camphill home: 
It’s such a warmth that the village gives you and it’s 

amazing. The people in the community are what made me 
want to stay longer. It’s that power you feel deep inside 
and it’s like, “why would I want to go anywhere else when 
this is really nice?”

Destiny on the core Camphill quality of loving one 
another and expressing that love: The appreciativeness, 
the gratefulness you feel for one another from the 
coworkers to the villagers, to the house and the workshop, 
you feel so appreciated. And you are meant to be here 
and it’s meaningful and it’s for a reason, you are here for a 
reason, to give.

Destiny on what Camphill means to her: Camphill is 
a beautiful living community. We live with all sorts of 
people from all around the world and learn to become so 
welcoming and patient. People you wouldn’t think that you 
would live with on a day-to-day basis outside of the village, 
but then you become part of their family, and they see 
you as family and it’s just such a beautiful thing to know 
that they support you and you also support them and you 
always have each other’s backs. And the community is 
somewhere you want to be. In village life, things come at 
you with surprise here. Without knowing that you needed 
something, you tend to get something and you feel like 
wow, this is what I wanted. You don’t know until you get it 
and you won’t know what it is until it happens.

You support lives of joy and passionYou support lives of joy and passion

You support opportunities to learn and growYou support opportunities to learn and grow



 
David lives in Camphill 
Communities California, 
and has been a part of 
the Camphill community 
since 1972. During his 
50 years in Camphill, 
he has lived in many 
communities, finding 
meaning and purpose 
in each place. In search 
of community, he found 
a great richness of life 
as he helped to create 

for others the qualities and belonging he felt he lacked 
growing up.

David on his introduction to Camphill: My first Camphill 
was in Southern Germany, and it was 1972 in October. 
I hitchhiked there from Berlin and was recommended 
by a Waldorf kindergarten teacher in Berlin to see if I 
could get some work at the Camphill there. I didn’t really 
speak German at all, I could only speak a few words. 
The community was a school like Beaver Run. There 
were a number of children who had cerebral palsy. It 
was amazing. It was my first introduction to Camphill, to 
people with special needs. My reason for going there had 
nothing to do with special needs. It had to do with wanting 
to live in a community. 

David on his transition to Camphill in the Americas: 
During an international Camphill conference at this 
school, four people came from Beaver Run and Copake. 
Ursel Pietzner took me under her wings and said, “You’re 
American, you’re coming to Beaver Run.” There was such 
a sense of coming home before I even met anyone. I felt 
complete relief and knew immediately that I had a place. 
For the first time in my life I had a purpose I could fulfill. I 

could cook, I could clean, I could be there for people of all 
ages and abilities. It was overwhelmingly amazing. I didn’t 
have to escape from anything. I could be myself.

David on the intention of Camphill: Camphill is healing 
for everybody. We are a healing community, that’s our 
intention. I can’t be who I am without you being who 
you are and what we do together to achieve, that is the 
healing, the step for all of humanity, the earth…that’s why 
we are here. The thing I start most of my classes with is, “I 
am a spiritual being coming to earth to inhabit a physical 
body.” And that is my task, to inhabit this body as fully as 
possible.

David on an impactful moment for him in Camphill: What 
pops into my mind, no, my heart, is this experience that I 
had with a man on the spectrum who was going through 
some trouble. His phrase at the time was, “I am not 
stupid,” and I had heard him say that countless times, with 
deep pain. I had been called stupid in school. And I am 
not stupid. I may not be an astute scholar or good at math 
but I am not stupid. And somehow being called stupid 
undermines one’s human dignity. And so I shouted back at 
him, “I am not stupid either,” and from that moment on we 
had a bond together and he felt safe with me.

David on the gift of giving and receiving at Camphill: This 
is my livelihood. It keeps me alive. I get to live, filled with 
joy, and struggle, and pain, and to keep growing. I have 
lived in this Camphill community longer than I have lived 
anywhere my whole life. It’s just purely feeding who I need 
to be, who I am becoming. I am still becoming at age 75.

You support lifelong connection and purposeYou support lifelong connection and purpose

is so much history that has gotten our community to where 
it is now. So, to put names behind the project that I am 
working on [Soltane’s new Memorial Garden] is so much 
more than flowers. There are lives that have been lived 
that shape where we are now.

Alyssa on working with the friends we support: It’s just 
like building any other friendship. There is that testing 
each other out period, and then there gets to be that 
period when you understand each other and you get to 
understand each other’s strengths, or things you need to 
work on or things that need to be supported. And I found 
that it is incredibly reciprocal. There’s the physical work we 
are doing on the surface, but underneath it’s all relational. 
So, we could be working on stained glass together, but 

what we are actually doing is supporting each other to 
communicate well, or to support artist endeavors and 
creativity.

Alyssa on what Camphill means to her: I think the longer 
I am here, the more I can appreciate the history of the 
movement of Camphill. It is not something you pick up 
in a year or two. The more people you meet within the 
Camphill community, both nationally and internationally, 
you get an idea of the scope of what it is we are doing 
here. Camphill is a place for people with and without 
intellectual disabilities that live and love and work besides 
each other supporting each other to really be the best 
version of themselves that they can.

Watch the full Zoom interviews online at  
www.camphillfoundation.org/appeal

Your gift today ensures a stronger Camphill 
tomorrow. We can’t do it without YOU!



Thank you for supporting Camphill today!

When you donate to Camphill Foundation, 100% of your gift supports Camphill communities in  
North America and beyond. Your gift helps people build lives of meaning, equality, and purpose. 

Your gift strengthens and safeguards the Camphill movement.

On behalf of our 2,000+ community members across the American Camphill region,
thank you for helping us to create a world in which each person’s beauty and dignity are cherished and celebrated.

The vision of the Camphill Movement is one of hope and inspiration. You help us make it a reality, year after year.  

Please make your gift today using the enclosed envelope, or donate online at www.camphillfoundation.org.
For gifts of securities, life insurance, bequests and other memorials, and IRA transfers, please contact our office.

We truly cannot do it without you. Thank you!

PO Box 820, Uwchland, PA - www.camphillfoundation.org


