
Coming Together for Camphill
Dear Friends,

I find myself smiling at the happy faces I see as I look 
through the photos included in this special summer 
newsletter. Camphill communities know how to 
celebrate! We celebrate because we recognize how 
special Camphill is. In a world that wants to put 
people in boxes, Camphill says, “Your gifts are too big 
to be contained. Bring them on!”

From coast to coast, celebrations of all shapes and 
sizes shine a light on Camphill’s unique way of life 
that promises people of all abilities the opportunity 
to create the lives they imagine;  lives filled with 
meaning, choice, acceptance, and love. Celebrations 
come in the form of fancy special events and 
fundraising benefits, but they also weave their way 
into the ordinary moments of our lives. 

We celebrate commitment and passion as the 
Foundation welcomes two new Board members. 
We celebrate learning as the Board Fellows program 
wraps up its first year of work. We celebrate 
community as the region’s inaugural Festival 
Conference brought together nearly 100 community 
members to reflect on the spiritual rhythms of the 
Camphill year and how those rhythms infuse our lives 
with purpose and joy. 

And we celebrate sharing and generosity as we honor 
our faithful supporters who make it all possible. We 
hope that you celebrate with us, thinking about your 
own special Camphill moments this spring and year 
round.

It’s all possible because of your kindness and trust in us. 

May the summer months be filled with as much 
celebration as our hearts can contain.

With gratitude,

Karen Murphy, Executive Director

Camphill Foundation 
Spring Benefit - 
Friends and supporters 
gathered in Westchester, 
NY for a fun-filled 
evening featuring the 
Camphill Hudson Chimes 
Choir. The evening raised 
more than $145,000 to 
support Camphill! 



Outstanding in the Field Gala, Camphill 
Communities California - 120 guests 
attended this event that took place in the 
community’s orchard in April. Supporters 
raised more than $200,000 for special 
community projects! 

19th Annual Wine 
& Fine Dining, 
Camphill Soltane 
- More than 150 
guests gathered at 
Loch Aerie Mansion 
to enjoy live music, 
gourmet food, and a 
fun wine auction, all 
while raising more 
than $115,000 for the 
community!

5K Trail & Fun Run for 
All Abilities at Camphill 
Village Copake - The 
annual Camphill Village 
5K Trail & Fun Run has 
raised funds over 7 
seasons to benefit the 
lives of the people who 
call Camphill Village 
their home.

12th Annual Soiree, Seeds 
for Renewal, Raphael 
Village - This elegant 
evening included gourmet 
appetizers, signature 
cocktails, a silent auction, 
and live music, and 
raised funds to benefit all 
programming at Raphael 
Village. 

North American Council for 
Anthroposophic Curative Ed., 
and Social Therapy Conference 
hosted at Plowshare Farm - 
The theme of the 20th annual 
gathering was “Still Learning to 
Live Together.” The conference 
is an opportunity to build 
connections across North 
America, and meet many people 
who are involved with curative 
education, youth guidance and 
social therapy. The conference is 
open to people of all abilities. 

21st Birthday Celebration, 
Beaver Farm - Students and 
their families joined alumni 
and their families along with 
friends, volunteers, and 
staff as The Camphill School 
community celebrated the 
21st birthday of the Transition 
Program in June. Happy 
Birthday Beaver Farm!



Meet The Newest Foundation Board Members!

Meet Michael Cumpsty
Michael is principally a theatre actor, but has 
shown up in numerous films and TV shows. He 
sometimes also teaches acting and directs plays. 
He has worked in the New York theatre for many 
years, appearing in 17 Broadway productions, 
many Shakespeare plays and lots of other off-
Broadway shows. He was nominated for a Tony 

award for his role in End of the Rainbow, and received an OBIE 
award for playing Hamlet at New York’s Classic Stage Company.

Michael’s younger brother David lived at Camphill Hermanus in 
South Africa for more than 40 years, where his life was happy and 
fulfilling. Michael thinks the Camphill movement is one of the great 
things. Welcome, Michael!

Meet Thalia Dafermos
Thalia has been part of 
Camphill Soltane since 1994. 
She participates in weaving 
and pottery. Thalia enjoyed 
her role and position of 
“Trustee at large” of the 
Camphill Association. Thalia 

loves Camphill because people share their 
lives which allows her to get to know people 
and make new friendships. She’s excited about 
being on the Foundation board and having the 
opportunity to express what she would like to 
happen at the Camphill Communities. She looks 
forward to the coming years on the Foundation 
board and getting to know more people from 
Camphill. Welcome, Thalia!

Camphill Festival Conference, Camphill Village 
Copake - Nearly 100 Camphill community members 
of all abilities recently gathered in upstate New 
York for the inaugural Camphill Festival Conference. 
Together we learned about the special rhythm of 
the Camphill festival life throughout the year and 
the unique ways our festival celebrations contribute 
to building inclusion, acceptance, understanding of 
beauty, as well as deepening our relationship with 
the natural world.

Camphill Foundation Board Fellows Retreat - The 
2023-2024 Camphill Foundation Board Fellows 
completed their first of two years of work with a 
team retreat in June. This leadership development 
program focuses on compassionate or nonviolent 
communication as a foundational principle for leading 
with dignity, courage, and humility. 

Camphill Association of North America 
Meeting, Raphael Village - In May, Raphael 
Village welcomed trustees for the Camphill 
Association of North America’s annual general 
meeting. The visit included a community 
tour, southern style meals prepared by board 
members and volunteers, and artistic and 
musical performances by Raphael Village 
Guild members. 
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LOOK INSIDE 
See what’s been happening around the region!

Meet the newest Foundation Board Members!

2023 Regional Walkathon
Coming this fall...

Our second annual Walk For Camphill will 
take place this fall! Date to be announced. 
Join in this uplifting regional event as we 
gather in communities across North America 
to walk in support of the movement we all 
love. We can’t wait to walk with you!


