
 

Happenings at the Foundation
The past several months have been a busy time for 
Camphill Foundation! We are thrilled to share what 
we’ve been up to, and we want to remind you that 
whether you are a donor or a friend, we can’t do any 
of this without YOUR support!

In October we welcomed a new staff member, Marci 
Nelligan, in the role of Development Coordinator. The 
Camphill Foundation Board also welcomed three new 
members who are excited to bring fresh ideas and 
enthusiasm to the Foundation. Meet them all inside!

Our annual Spring Benefit was a huge hit this year, 
hosted at The Yale Club in New York City in April. 
If you weren’t able to join us, please follow the 
link inside and enjoy the inspiring short video we 
premiered at the event—and get your tissues ready!  
One of the highlights of the evening was getting to 

honor longtime community member and Camphill 
pioneer Elias Rive with the Elizabeth Boggs Leadership 
Award. This was the first time a community member 
received this award, and the standing ovation in his 
honor was touching and well deserved.

Lastly, the Foundation has been meeting with 
colleagues across the region to organize an exciting 
fundraising project to support the Camphill 
community in Rwanda! Stay tuned for news about this 
wonderful project! 

As we move into the heart of summer here in North 
America, we wish you all the joy that you make 
possible in our extraordinary communities. Thank 
you for being part of the Camphill family, bringing 
dignity and meaning to so many.

On April 24, 
2024, Camphill 
Foundation 
honored Elias 
Rive during 
the Spring 
Benefit in NYC, 
in recognition 
of his lifetime 
of pioneering 
Camphill spirit, 
leadership 

in building inclusive communities that break down 
societal boundaries, and in gratitude for his loving 
kindness to all.

Elias was born in 1941 in Beverly, Massachusetts. 
By the mid 1950s, Elias was living in Ireland with his 
family and joined Glencraig, a Camphill school in 
Northern Ireland. Glencraig was the first Camphill 
community outside of Scotland and England. In 1966, 
Elias was back in the US, where he joined Camphill 
Village USA (now Camphill Village Copake). 

In 1972 Elias joined a group of people who moved 
to Pennsylvania to found Camphill Village Kimberton 
Hills. In 2007, Elias moved to Hudson, NY together 
with some of his old friends from Copake, and again 
he helped found a new community, Camphill Hudson.

ABOUT ELIZABETH M. BOGGS, Ph.D. (1913 – 1996)

In 1939, as the seeds of Camphill were 
being sown in Scotland, Elizabeth Boggs 
earned her Ph.D. in Theoretical Chemistry 
from Cambridge University in England. 
Trained for a life of scientific scholarship 
in an era when this was unusual for 
women, Elizabeth Boggs’ life plans were 

changed by the birth of her son, David, in 1945. When 
David experienced a major illness in infancy that led to 
severe developmental disability, Boggs became a leading 
advocate for people with disabilities

Honoring Elias Rive with the Elizabeth Boggs Awards

Read more about Elias Rive 
and Elizabeth Boggs in our 
Spring Benefit event program 
on our website!



Scan the QR code to visit the 
Spring Benefit webpage and 
watch the 
recorded 
event!

2024 Spring Benefit Returns to NYC!

Scan the QR code to watch  
our special short film  

“WE” featuring Camphill 
Hudson and Camphill Village 

Kimberton Hills!

On April 24, 2024 more than 200 supporters gathered at The 
Yale Club in NYC for a night of celebration and support for 
Camphill Foundation and our communities across the region 
and world. The evening featured a heartwarming performance 
by the Triform Camphill Community Sign Language Choir, Elias 
Rive received the Elizabeth Boggs Leadership Award, and guests 
enjoyed an extensive silent auction. We are delighted that in our first big 
ballroom gala back in NYC we surpassed our goal of $250,000, raising 
essential funds for the Foundation’s annual grants program supporting 
Camphill communities in North America and abroad!
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Meet The Newest Board Members!

Meet Roy Tau 
Roy joined the Camphill Foundation 
Board in January, 2024. He has been 
a House Leader at Camphill Village 
Copake since 2013 when he arrived 
from South Africa. Previously, Roy 
worked as a financial advisor for a 

large investment company in South Africa. He graduated 
from business school with diplomas in Human Resources 
Management and Payroll Administration.

In 2013, Roy arrived as a social therapist student with 
The Camphill Academy. In the summer of 2016, Roy 
became a member of the Village’s Focus Group and 
Board of Directors. He also joined the Camphill Ghent 
board in 2019. Welcome, Roy!

Meet Alex Turchi
Alex joined the Camphill 
Foundation Board in January 2024. 
He started his Camphill journey 
in Triform in 2013 when he was 
19 years old. His service on the 
Camphill Hudson Board gave him 

the chance to be an advocate for Camphill Hudson. 
His work on the board included helping to create an 
advocacy group in Camphill Hudson. Alex recently 
completed his studies at Triform and has joined the 
community at Plowshare Farm, in NH. Welcome, Alex!

Meet Rajesh Tolani 
Rajesh joined the Camphill 
Foundation Board in September 
of 2023. He is a financial services 
executive passionate about enabling 
banks to develop entrepreneurial 
products to service colleagues, 

clients, and communities. 

The Tolani family have been involved with the Friends 
of Camphill, Bangalore since 1998. Their focus has been 
the financial well-being and self-sustainability of the 
community as it grew; and is still growing – this time at 
a new location in Mysuru. Rajesh is also a Board Advisor 
to Ultranauts, a mission-driven company with more than 
75% of professionals on the neurodiversity spectrum.

Rajesh holds an MBA from NYU’s Stern School of 
Business, an MS in Materials Engineering from the 
University of Houston, and a BS in Engineering from the 
University of Mumbai India. Rajesh is also helping to 
create an advocacy group in Camphill Hudson. Welcome, 
Rajesh!

In October of 2023, Camphill 
Foundation expanded the team with 
the hiring of Marci Nelligan, the new 
Development Coordinator. Marci 
is originally from upstate NY and 
after stints in Portugal, Greece, and 
California, now lives in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania. She is the author of two books of poetry 
from Black Radish Press, The Ghost Manada and Infinite 
Variations. Read more on our website! 

How did you first discover Camphill? What was your 
first experience of a Camphill community like? I was 
working for a nonprofit urban farming organization in 
Albany, New York in 2002 and one of the organizations 
that donated to our program reached out to see if we 
could pick up a large quantity of seeds for our gardeners. 
I had heard of Turtle Tree Seeds before and grew several 
of their heirloom varieties in my own community garden 
plot, but I had no idea they were part of Camphill Village 
Copake. My coworker and I were invited to stay for a 
tour of the farm and seed company, and then invited to 
stay for a community lunch. I sat with several members 
of the bell choir, and loved hearing their stories about 
their recent Christmas performance at Carnegie Hall. 
The entire experience blew my mind and I thought about 
Camphill for years afterward. I had never been in a place 
so welcoming, peaceful, and intentional.

What inspires you most about your role with Camphill 
Foundation? It’s always been important to me that my 
work contribute to the betterment of things in small 
and large ways. The idea that anything I do might allow 
friends and their families to live lives of beauty and 
dignity around the world is very gratifying. I hope my 
role will contribute to the work of Camphill Foundation 
by extending our fundraising efforts in new ways, and by 
using my creativity and experience to bolster and expand 
our reach.

You’re relatively new to Camphill, but was there a 
special inspiring moment that you can share? I like to 
pop over to the café at Camphill Soltane on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays to visit with coworkers, friends, and resident 
dogs. And truth be told, I’m also in it for the lattes! I’ve 
been reading Ross Gay’s book Inciting Joy, and every 
day at the café is just such an incitement—tiny, lovely 
gemstones of humanity. Watching Alyssa patiently teach 
and encourage the friends who are learning their way 
around the cash register and espresso machine is joy. 

Welcome, Marci! We are so glad you joined the team!

Welcome Our New Staff Member!



PO Box 820, Uwchland, PA 19480
215-720-1465/ camphillfoundation.org

LOOK INSIDE 
See photos from the Spring Benefit!

Read about our newest staff member!

Meet our Board members!

Help Us Curate a Children’s Library in Camphill Rwanda!

Stay tuned for our next exciting and impactful fundraising project!  
There will be many ways to get involved and we can’t wait to make this happen with you!

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/CamphillFoundation

Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/CamphillFoundation


